
  

 

  

      

  

 

  

      

    

The World Family Organization and its Scientific Achievements 

Organizing International Congresses, Conferences and Study Sessions have been one of 
the very positive activities of the World Family Organization since 1948. Every year, one 

International Congress or Conference takes place in different countries and are open to all 
Members, as well as all other organizations or personalities wishing to take part in the work 
undertaken, and allow the meeting of those responsible for Family and Social Policies at 

the Government level with experts from public and private bodies, social workers and 
representatives of Families themselves. 

The very number of subjects dealt which emphasizes the determination of the World Family 

Organization to promote the study of all the major questions in which the future of the 
Family is involved. 

The subjects treated since 1948 provide the proof: 

• 1948 – Geneva: Juvenile Delinquency and Family Responsibilities. 
• 1949 – Rome: Compensation for Families in the World. 
• 1950 – Helsinki: Family Allowances and National Incomes. 

• 1951 – Brussels: Family Policy and Family Movements. 
• 1952 – Zurich: Family Allowances. 
• 1952 – Oxford: Stability on the Family. 

• 1953 – Lisbon: The Family and Social Techniques. 
• 1954 – Stuttgart: Family Action in the Working Class and Rural Milieus. 
• 1956 – The Hague: Culture and Rural Families. 

• 1957 – Rome: Families Deprived of the Father. 
• 1958 – Paris: Rediscovery of the Family by the Contemporary World. 
• 1959 – Vienna: Offsetting Family Burdens, a point of Social Policy. 

• 1960 – New York: Personal Maturity and Family Security. 
• 1961 – Madrid: The work of the Mother. 
• 1962 – Rabat: Families and the Future of Young People in Modern Society. 

• 1963 – Rio de Janeiro: Families in the Space Era. 
• 1964 – Munich: Families in Modern Society. 
• 1965 – Rome: New Families. 
• 1966 – New Delhi: Changing Families in Society. 

• 1967 – Quebec: Young Families in Society. 
• 1968 – Vienna: Young Families: The Couple's Life and Family Life. 
• 1969 – Paris: The Vital Need for Family Policy. 

• 1970 – London: Parent – Teacher Relation. 
• 1970 – Rwanda: Inter-African Symposium on the African Family Facing Development. 
• 1970 – Tunis: School, Family and Development. 

• 1971 – Madrid: Economic Problems of the Family. 
• 1972 – Ottawa: The Role of Family Movements. 
• 1973 – Liege: The Objectives of Family Participation in a Changing Society 

• 1973 – Rabat: Regional Conference of the Maghrebian: Families and Responsibilities. 
• 1974 – Geneva: Problems of the Family of Migrant Workers. 
• 1975 – Paris: Condition of Women in the Family and Society. 

• 1976 – Helsinki: The Role of Public Authorities in Development of Family Policies. 

  



• 1976 – Kigali: The Participation of the African Family and Urban Development. 

• 1977 – New Delhi: The Family as a Unit of Welfare in National Planning. 
• 1977 – Tunis: Solidarity amongst the World's Family. 
• 1978 – New Delhi: Asian Region Meeting of the Convening Body. 

• 1979 – Paris: The Family's Responsibilities in the Upbringing of the Child. 
• 1979 – Colombo: Family and the Natural Environment for Child Development. 
• 1980 – Lisbon: Unemployment Amongst Young People and Children at Work. 

• 1980 – Dakar: Seminar on Child Nutrition. 
• 1981 – Montreal: The Role of the Family in the Child's Education. 
• 1981 – Bucarest: Law, Family and Development. 

• 1982 – Vienna: The Family in Europe towards the Year 2000. 
• 1982 – Manila: Strengthening Family Life: Implication of Values and Traditions. 
• 1983 – Madrid: First Ibero-American Meeting. 

• 1983 – Naples: Family and Communication. 
• 1983 – New Delhi: Afro-Asian Conference: the Role of Play and Child Development. 
• 1984 – Bogota: Second Ibero-American Meeting: National Policies and Programs for 

Families. 
• 1985 – New Delhi: Family in the Face of Urbanization. 
• 1986 – Bonn: Family, Freedom and Peace. 

• 1987 – Paris: Families and Culture. 
• 1987 – Strasbourg: Families and Medias. 
• 1988 – Lisbon: Families and Health Promotion. 
• 1989 – Casablanca: African Family and Environment: the Role of the Women. 

• 1989 – Athenes: The Migrant Family. 
• 1990 – Benghazi: Arab-African Conference: Public programs for the protection of the 
Family. 

• 1990 – Moscow: Global Family Policy. 
• 1991 – Nicosia: The Social Rights of Families. 
• 1992 – Warsovie: The Legal Rights of Families. 

• 1992 – Curitiba: The Economic Rights of Families. 
• 1993 – Paris: Educational Responsibilities of Families. 
• 1993 – Cairo: The Cultural Rights of Families. 

• 1994 – Paris: International Year of Family: Declaration of Family Rights. 
• 1995 – Macao: The Family in the third Millennium: For a Culture of Peace and 
Development. 

• 1996 – Montreal: Family, Youth and Communication. 
• 1997 – San Francisco: Family Legislation and the Rights of Children. 
• 1997 – Foz do Iguaçu: The World Family Organization 50th Anniversary: Family and 

Social development. 
• 1998 – Austria: World Family Organization New Depart: For a Global Family Policy. 
• 1999 – Durban: Reconciling Violent Relationships in the Family. 

• 1999 – Abu-Dhabi: Families and the Challenges in a Globalized World. 
• 2000 – Geneva: Families – The Next Step for Social Development. 
• 2000 – New York: Promoting Dialogue and Peace among Civilization. 

• 2001 – Lisbon: The Family as Defenders and Guardians of the Rights of Children. 
• 2002 – Paris: The Families Voices in the Dialogue among Civilizations. 
• 2003 – Djerba: Platform for a Global Action in Favor of the Family. 

• 2004 – Vienna: European Regional Conference: Platform for a Global Action in Favor of 
the Family. 
• 2004 – Hammamet: Arab Regional Conference "The Access of Women and the Family 
to the New Information and Communication Technologies". 

• 2004 – Cotonu: African Regional Conference: "Plan of Action on the Family in Africa". 
• 2004 – Curitiba: Latin America Regional Conference: "For a Global Family Policy". 
• 2004 – 2014 - The cycle of the World Family Summit 
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ABOUT THE WORLD FAMILY 

SUMMIT 

In order to attend the call of the UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan, for a very 

comprehensive celebration of the Tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the 

Family, in 2004, the World Family Organization, along with its affiliated NGO’s and 

Universities in 189 countries, as well as 127 Governments, took the initiative to call 

for a World Family Summit – WFS. 

The main purpose of the various editions of the World Family Summit is to promote 

Family’s contribution to the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals 

following a multi-stakeholder approach. It constitutes the biggest partnership 

towards making the present and the future world with more peace, security, justice, 

tolerance, solidarity, prosperity and integrated by mobilizing and promoting the 

basic economical, political, socio-cultural and sustainable unit of the society – the 

Family. 

The World Family Summit represents a legacy for the future generation, through the 

engagement of all sectors of Society in a “Learning – Dialogue – Action” process. 

 

  Millennium Development Goals 
 

 

  

 
1. End Poverty and Hunger | 2. Universal Education | 3. Gender Equality 

4. Child Health | 5. Maternal Health | 6. Combat HIV/AIDS 

7. Environmental Sustainability | 8. Global Partnership for Development 



World Family Summit – China 

2004 

 

In the framework of the “Follow-up to the International Year of the Family (YIF) and 

the observance of its Tenth Anniversary in 2004”, the General Council of the World 

Family Organization took the resolution to organize a World Family Summit in 

December 2004, considering that the Summit would be an extraordinary 

opportunity to evaluate the achievements made since 1994 as well as to propose 

and initiate concrete actions and activities to address family related issues in the 

context of Economic, Social and Sustainable Development. 

 

In partnership with the UN/DESA, NGO Section and Department of Public 

Administration the project of the Summit was prepared. In February 2003, the 

project of the Summit as well as statements about the commitments of WFO 

Members, Governmental, Non-Governmental, Universities, Parliamentarians and 

Families were presented to the 41st Session of the United Nations Commission of 

Social Development, held in New York. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20210805072121/http:/worldfamilyorganization.org/summit-wfs.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20210805072121/http:/worldfamilyorganization.org/summit-wfs.html


 

The proposal was accepted and the United Nations Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs (UNDESA) designated a Senior Interregional Advisor to help us to 

elaborate a concrete roadmap towards the achievement of the Summit, in a very 

innovative way, bringing together some Heads of States, Ministers of Social Affairs, 

Education, Health, Labor, Housing, Local Authorities, Academia, Parliamentarians, 

UN Regional Commissions and UN Specialized Agencies to discuss the role of the 

Family in the New Millennium and its contribution in the process of learning, 

dialoging and implementing the Millennium Development Goals. 

 

World Family Summit +1 – Brazil 

2005 

 

The World Family Summit +1 was organized by the World Family Organization with 

the support of the United Nations – Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs/NGO-Section/UN-NGO-Informal Regional Network, hosted by the 

Government of Sergipe State, Brazil, and held in Aracaju City, from December 3 to 8, 

2005. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20210805072121/http:/worldfamilyorganization.org/summit-wfs.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20210805072121/http:/worldfamilyorganization.org/summit-wfs.html


 

The theme of the Summit, Investing in Development: Working the Millennium 

Development Goals at the Local Level and in the Family provided a very fertile 

ground for discussions on innovative ways to implement the Millennium 

Development Goals and adopt a Practical Plan of Action that can be easily executed 

at the Local Level, priorizing Family focused social public policies, with full 

participation of the community and the Family. Around the world, the great 

engagement of citizens, families and communities is becoming a feature of many 

governments and both public and private organizations. 

Families are expecting to be involved and to have a say in the business of local 

governments and in the political decisions that affect their interests. The 

implementation of the Millennium Development Goals by the Local Authorities 

focusing public social policies and the actions recommended on the Family are 

renewing commitments to effective engagements of all sectors of society to deliver 

better results for families and communities. 

 

In many different contexts and at local, state, regional, national and international 

levels there are public, private, NGOs and other community organizations engaging 



in ways that are making a difference and that are worth hearing about and learning 

from. 

The Summit provided delegates with the opportunity to hear and share examples of 

contemporary practices, theories and policies from around the world, connected to 

the benefits of the implementations of the Millennium Development Goals at the 

Local Level. The program was designed to open dialogue and encourage the 

development and maintenance of productive relationships between all 

stakeholders. 

 

World Family Summit +2 – Jordan 

2006 

 

The main purpose of the World Family Summit +2 was to continue the work initiated 

in Sanya, China in 2004, and to continue and evaluate the results from the WFS +1 

held in Aracaju, Brazil, including the impact of the Plan of Action. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20210805072121/http:/worldfamilyorganization.org/summit-wfs.html
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Besides that, the WFS +2 aimed at promoting the Family’s contribution to the 

implementation of the Millennium Development Goals following a multi-

stakeholder approach, with the following objectives: 

• To place family issues in definitive in the International Agenda. 

• To increase awareness of family issues among National Governments, Local 

Authorities, NGOs and CSOs, Parliamentarians, Academia, Private Sector and 

Families. 

• To strengthen the capacity of National and Local Institutions to identify, discuss, 

formulate, implement and monitor family-related policies. 

• To enhance the effectiveness of local, national and regional efforts to carry out 

specifics family related programmes, generate new activities and strengthen 

existing ones. 

• To stimulate public-private partnerships to respond to problems resulting of 

globalization, affecting and affected by, the situation of families. 

• To improve collaboration among all actors of the Society, local, national and 

international organizations in support of families. 

• To determine the appropriate means to implement concrete actions. 



 

World Family Summit +3 – Poland 

2007 

 

The World Family Organization is proud to partner with the Polish Government, the 

Foundation “Communication Without Barriers” and the United Nations, through the 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs/NGO-Section/UN-NGO-Informal 

Regional Network and the UNAIDS – Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS 

to bring together the World Family Summit +3 on the theme Working Out of Poverty: 

Mobilizing for Action by building trust, bridges, capability and partnership. 

Since our first gathering in 2004, in China, we have been diligently fulfilling the 

commitments registered at the Sanya Declaration, the Sergipe Practical Plan of 

Action 2006-2015 and the Dead Sea Declaration approved at the World Family 

Summits held in 2004, 2005 and 2006. Its time for the World Family Summit +3! 

The theme once again present us many challenges to discuss, make conclusions and 

recommendations. We are already at the deadline mid-term to the achievement of 

the Millennium Development Goals and although some progress have been made, 

this progress is not equally distributed among communities, countries and regions. 

We strongly believe that our mission to bring the actions to achieve the Millennium 

Development Goals to the Local Level and to the Family continues to be a 

cornerstone to sustainable development. The World Family Summit +3 will continue 

to provide an unparalleled opportunity for international, national, regional and local 

authorities, communities and families to be exposed and interact with some of the 

world’s innovators in the Family Perspectives field, and bring about the opportunity 

of your contribution to be heard and shared. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20210805072121/http:/worldfamilyorganization.org/summit-wfs.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20210805072121/http:/worldfamilyorganization.org/summit-wfs.html


The World Family Organization and its partners are honored to invite you to 

participate, contribute and experience this unique initiative, in Warsaw City, the 

Capital of Poland, from November 26 to 29, 2007. 

 

World Family Summit +4 – Egypt 

2008 

 

Lives in the Balance – A Global Mobilization to the Achievement of the MDGs 4 and 

5: 

Ensuring the Rights to survival, to protection and to development 

The World Family Organization had the honor to host the World Family Summit +4! 

Encompassing the main theme of the 2009 High Level Segment of ECOSOC and its 

Annual Ministerial Review and the Development Cooperation Forum, and in the 

spirit of the World Family Summit +3, held in Poland, the main theme of the World 

Family Summit +4 is: Lives in the Balance – A Global Mobilization to the 

Achievement of the MDGs 4 and 5: Ensuring the Rights to survival, to protection and 

to development. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20210805072121/http:/worldfamilyorganization.org/summit-wfs.html
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The discussions approached different aspects involving maternal and child health 

care based on a family and community health systems, the legal aspects of social 

protection needed to ensure the survival and the economical aspects to guarantee 

the sustainable development of families and communities. The Warsaw Declaration 

is a powerful document which reflects the willingness of the World Family Summits 

participants along these last five years to mobilize a Global Partnership to ensure 

that Governments, NGOs, Academia, Parliamentarians, Media, Business Community, 

Civil Society and Families will respond to the different commitments made with 

concrete actions. 

The task was complex and difficult, but not impossible. At the World Family Summit 

+4 we looked for a very strong response towards the commitments done on the 

World Family Summit +3 and in the Warsaw Declaration, involving First Ladies, 

Former First Ladies at National and Local Level, international personalities, 

multilateral and bilateral partners in favor of maternal, newborn and child care 

under a broad concept including health care, social protection and economic 

development. 

The World Family Summit +4 was held in Cairo, Egypt, on December 1 to 4, 2008, 

and organized in partnership with the United Nations ECOSOC Office for Support 

and Coordination, United Nations NGO Section, Ministry of Social Solidarity of Egypt, 

National Council for Childhood & Motherhood of Egypt, League of Arab States and 

the Egyptian Business Women Association. 



World Family Summit +5 – Turkey 

2009 

 

“Families in Balance” – Achieving Gender Equality and Empowering Women 

The MDG 3 + Approach 

Ensuring the Domains: Capabilities Domain | Access to Resource and Opportunities 

Domain | Security Domain 

The World Family Summit +5, encompassing with the decision of the UN ECOSOC to 

work for the year 2010, the current global and national trends and challenges and 

their impact on gender equality and empowerment of women which refer us to the 

MDG 3, will discuss how countries, governments, politicians, judicial systems and 

civil society are approaching the issue. 

A good picture of the past and a perspective for the future will be our great challenge 

to come up with a declaration that will reflect the reality of the twenty first century 

regarding Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment. 

The efforts done by many women’s organizations and networks in the past two 

decades resulted in a global, national and local recognition of the contribution that 

women make to economic, social and societal development. 

We all agree that reducing gender inequality and empowering the woman are very 

powerful tools to reduce poverty and achieve high levels of well-beings of families 

in all cultures and societies around the world. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20210805072121/http:/worldfamilyorganization.org/summit-wfs.html
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Gender inequality is deeply rooted in entrenched attitudes, societal institutions and 

market forces, therefore, political commitments at the highest international and 

national levels, and especially, actions at the local level are essential. Political 

commitments can allow the adequate establishment of policies that can target social 

changes and to allocate the necessary resources to achieve Gender Equality and 

Women’s Empowerment. 

Gender is social construct. It defines and differentiates the roles, rights, 

responsibilities and obligations of women and men. And those differences form the 

basis of social norms that defines behaviors for women and men and determine 

their social, economic and political power. 

The World Family Summit +5 will have as its main guidelines the work done by the 

Millennium Project Task Force on Gender Equality – MDG 3 – focusing on the 

analysis, discussions, conclusions and recommendations about the goals and targets 

decided in the year 2000, the reality of the year 2009/2010, and especially, 

reflecting about the new “MDG 3 + approach”. 

One very important topic for the World Family Organization and the participants of 

our Summits is to highlight the importance of Gender Equality and Empowerment 

of the women relating to the Family in all cultures. 



Since the year 2004, when the first World Family Summit was accomplished, in 

Sanya – China, this annual event continues to be the biggest partnership towards 

making the present and the future world with more peace, security, justice, 

tolerance, solidarity, prosperity and integrated by mobilizing and promoting the 

basic cell of society – The Family – and a legacy to the future generation, through the 

engagement of all sectors of Society in a “Learning – Dialogue – Action” process. 

 

World Family Summit +6 – France 

2010 

 

FAMILIES IN BALANCE: Embracing the Education for All Goals – A Global 

Mobilization towards the Achievement of the MDG2 

The World Family Summit +6 was hosted by the World Family Organization, in 

partnership with the UN DESA ECOSOC Office for Support and Coordination, the UN 

DESA NGO Branch, the UN NGO Inter-Regional Network (NGO-IRENE), the UNESCO 

Education for All Movement and the International Association of Economic and 

Social Councils and Similar Institutions in Paris, France from 3 to 5 December 2010. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20210805072121/http:/worldfamilyorganization.org/summit-wfs.html
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Encompassing with the UN/ECOSOC decision 2008/258, the theme for 2011 

“Implementing the internationally agreed goals and commitments in regard to 

education”, the theme for the World Family Summit +6 was: FAMILIES IN 

BALANCE: Embracing the Education for All Goals – A Global Mobilization 

towards the Achievement of the MDG2. 

The World Family Summit +6 committed to introduce a Family perspective to the 

six goals of the Education for All movement, discuss them and present ideas and new 

commitments which were registered in the World Family Summit +6 – Paris 

Declaration, which was submitted to the United Nations as the first proposal on 

Education taking into account the Family perspective.The six Education for All goals 

to be met by the learning needs of all children, youth and adult by 2015 are: 

1. Expand Early Childhood Care and Education 

2. Provide freeand compulsory Primary Education for All 

3. Promote Learning Skills for Young People and Adults 

4. Increase Adult Literacy by 50% 

5. Achieve Gender Parity by 2005 and Gender Equality by 2015 

6. Improve the quality of Education 

The Summit was extremely successful, and attracted around 200 participants from 

all levels of government, academia and civil society. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20210805072121/http:/worldfamilyorganization.org/declarations/N1133627-En.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20210805072121/http:/worldfamilyorganization.org/declarations/N1133627-En.pdf


 

World Family Summit +7 – United Arab Emirates 

2011 

 

FAMILIES IN BALANCE: Working our way towards Sustainable Development – 

Making Decent Work and Social Protection a Global Reality for All Family Members 

The World Family Summit +7 was hosted by the World Family Organization, in 

partnership with the General Women’s Union of UAE, UN DESA ECOSOC Office for 

Support and Coordination, the UN DESA NGO Branch and the UN NGO Inter-Regional 

Network (NGO-IRENE) in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates from 5 to 7 December 

2011. 

 

Encompassing with the theme of the 2012 UN ECOSOC Annual Ministerial Review, 

“Promoting productive capacity, employment and decent work to eradicate poverty 

in the context of inclusive, sustainable and equitable economic growth at all levels 

for achieving the Millennium Development Goals”, the theme for our World Family 

Summit +7 is: Families in Balance: Working our way towards Sustainable 

https://web.archive.org/web/20210805072121/http:/worldfamilyorganization.org/summit-wfs.html
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Development – Making Decent Work and Social Protection a Global Reality for All 

Family Members. 

The global economic and financial crisis has had wide-ranging impacts on families 

all over the world, and has resulted in a significant increase in the number of families 

vulnerable to poverty. In particular, increasing food prices and high levels of 

unemployment have placed renewed pressure on the ability of governments and 

NGOs to meet the targets set out in MDG1. 

The World Family Summit +7 committed to introduce a Family perspective to the 

achievement of MDG 1, which includes the implementation of the Decent Work 

Agenda, the Global Jobs Pact and Universal Social Protection, discussed these 

initiatives and presented ideas and new commitments which were registered in the 

World Family Summit +7 Abu Dhabi Declaration on MDG 1. 

 

World Family Summit +8 – Brazil 

2012 

 

FAMILIES IN BALANCE: Placing Science and Technology, Culture and Innovation in 

the heart of Sustainable Development at Local Level and in the Family 

Encompassing with the theme of the 2013 UN ECOSOC Annual Ministerial Review, 

“Science, technology and innovation, and the potential of culture, for promoting 

sustainable development and achieving the Millennium Development Goals”, the 

theme for our World Family Summit +8 was: “Families in Balance: Placing Science 

and Technology, Culture and Innovation in the heart of Sustainable Development at 

Local Level and in the Family”. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20210805072121/http:/worldfamilyorganization.org/summit-wfs.html
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In 2013, the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) decided to put a spotlight on the 

role of science, technology and innovation, and the potential of culture – and related 

national and international policies – in promoting sustainable development and 

achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Indeed, science, technology 

and innovation can play a critical role in each and every MDG, including by: 

• fostering access to knowledge; 

• increasing productivity, industrialization, economic growth and the 

creation of decent jobs; 

• promoting health and access to essential drugs; 

• achieving food security through sustainable, equitable agricultural 

systems and by raising production and incomes, especially of 

smallholder farms; 

• promoting renewable energy technologies in order to respond to the 

dual challenge of reducing energy poverty while mitigating climate 

change. 

Focusing on science, technology and innovation was also a follow up to the Rio +20 

outcome, which had a significant focus on green technologies. 

Science and technology are continuously evolving, influenced by structural shifts in 

the world economy, the steady globalization of innovative activity, the rise in new 



actors and new ways of innovating. Managing existing technology and non-

technological innovation also counts. National and international policies, including 

intellectual property systems, need to adapt to this evolving environment and 

address the special needs of different countries, especially the least developed 

countries (LDCs). 

In 2013, ECOSOC organized its work for the Annual Ministerial Review (AMR) 

around the theme, “Science, technology and innovation, and the potential of culture, 

for promoting sustainable development and achieving the Millennium Development 

Goals”. 

Given the significant potential of the 2013 AMR theme in promoting the global 

development agenda, ECOSOC could effectively use its role as a coordination body 

by placing science and technology and innovation-related issues high on national 

and international priorities. 

 

World Family Summit +9 – Germany 

2013 

 

Families in Balance: 

The Post-2015 Development Agenda – Setting a new course for the world families 

want… 

The voice of the families, governmental institutions, non-governmental 

organizations working on family issues, discussing, contributing and implementing 

the Pos-2015 Development Agenda! 

https://web.archive.org/web/20210805072121/http:/worldfamilyorganization.org/summit-wfs.html
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Following the many meetings and consultations being held by the UN, Governments 

at all levels, NGO’s, Private Sector and the Civil Society, the WFS + 9 will also help 

respond to the global challenges of the 21st century, building on the Millennium 

Development Goals and on the emerging views for a new development agenda. 

At the UN Conference Rio + 20 in 2012, world leaders agreed that after 2015 and 

building on the Millennium Development Goals, a new set of goals and targets 

needed to be grounded to finish the job that the MDG’s successfully started. 

A New Post-2015 Development Agenda is being discussed by all stakeholders 

involved in the sustainable development process. Governmental Institutions and 

Non Governmental Organizations working in Families issues as well as Families it 

selves cannot be out of the discussions and of the agenda setting. 

The World Family Summit + 9 presented and discussed the ideas and proposals 

already formulated by different stakeholders, and in special added the voices of the 

families to the UN consultation process, which already came with some preliminary 

conclusions. 

The UN High Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development 

Agenda, after one year of a global consultations and discussions concluded that the 

Post-2015 Agenda needs to be an UNIVERSAL AGENDA and needs to be driven by 

five transformative shifts: 

1. Leave no one behind 

2. Put Sustainable Development at the core 

3. Transform economies for jobs and inclusive growth 

4. Build peace and effective, open and accountable institutions for all 

5. Forge a new global partnership. 

 



World Family Summit +10 – China 

2014 

 

Families in Balance: Building the Future We Want 

Celebrating the Achievements of the MDGs and Welcoming the Post 2015 

Development Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals 

Celebrating the 20th Anniversary of the International Year of the Family 

The World Family Summit +10 coincided with the deadline for the achievement of 

the Millennium Development Goals and the global wide discussion about setting a 

new Post-2015 Development Agenda. 

At the UN Conference Rio+20 in 2012, World Leaders agreed that after 2015, and 

building on the Millennium Development Goals, a new set of goals and targets 

needed to be grounded to finish the job that the MDGs successfully started. 

 

https://web.archive.org/web/20210805072121/http:/worldfamilyorganization.org/summit-wfs.html
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Since then a new Post 2015 Development Agenda was being discussed by all 

stakeholders involved in the sustainable development process. The World Family 

Organization with its members and partners and in special in the spirit of the World 

Family Summit, could not be out of the discussions and out of the agenda set. 

That’s why the World Family Summit +9 started the discussion on the ideas and the 

proposals already formulated by different stakeholders following the indications of 

all the different groups involved in the process of setting a new Post-2015 

Development Agenda. 

The World Family Summit +10 was a celebrating and a welcoming event. After ten 

editions of successful World Family Summits we have to celebrate the decade 2004-

2014 where Family Issues were definitely included in the Development Agenda. 

Click here to have access to the Summits Declarations all accepted by UN and 

translated into its six official languages. 

We also celebrated the 20th Anniversary of the UN International Year of Families 

and the achievements of the Millennium Development Goals. 

Recognizing the discussions done on all previous Summits have to be consolidated, 

the World Family Summit +10 is welcoming the in course building of the new Post-

2015 Development Agenda. We will recall participants on the achievements of the 

MDGs and also discussed on proposals to be included on the Sustainable 

Development Goals which strengthened Families further in the process of 

development. 

We could not choose a better place for these celebrations than China, where 

everything started in 2004. In the beautiful city of Zhuhai we inauguratde another 

decade and a new era for Families by including their voices on the Post-2015 

Development Agenda and setting Families’ aspirations in the Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

 

 



World Family Summit 2015 – Egypt 

 

 

A New Era for Families – Transforming Our World – Framing the Sustainable 

Development Goals at the Smallest Unit of Social Capital – The Family 

 

Acknowledging that the family – the basic unit of society – is a powerful agent for 

sustainable social, economic, environment and cultural development, including 

peace and security, bearing the primary responsibility for the care, development 

and protection of children and elderly, as well as instilling values of citizenship and 

belonging in the society, the World Family Summit +10 decided to support the SDGs 

proposals and included them in the next WFO Strategic Framework 2016-2020 to 

increase cooperation at all levels on family issues and for undertaking concerted 

actions to strengthen family-centered policies and programs as part of an integrated 

comprehensive approach to development. 

The World Family Organization with its members and partners, managing the 

transition from the MDGs to the SDGs, are strongly committed to work efficiently to 

help families to understand and exercise the proposed goals in their everyday life, 

contributing to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. 

The World Family Summit 2015 – A New Era for Families – Transforming Our World 

– Framing the Sustainable Development Goals at the Smallest Unit of Social Capital 

https://web.archive.org/web/20210805072121/http:/worldfamilyorganization.org/summit-wfs.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20210805072121/http:/worldfamilyorganization.org/summit-wfs.html


– The Family, is a beginning of a new era which can transform how the future unfolds 

for the Family all over the world. 

1. Vision of the World Family Summit 2015 

Start a new era, framing the approach to development into the Global Post-2015 

Development Agenda based on the principles of Sustainable Development, which 

calls for an integrated policy approach to ensure inclusive economic development, 

inclusive social development, environmental sustainability, peace and security that 

responds to the aspirations of all families for a world free of want and fear. 

2. Objectives of the World Family Summit 2015  

• Provide substantive information on the Post-2015 Global 

Development Agenda and the 17 Sustainable Development Goals and 

169 targets; 

• Discuss the positive impact of the Sustainable Development Goals on 

the Family; 

• Promote the integration of a family focused perspective of the SDGs 

into policy-making at national and local levels; 

• Provide participants with expert analysis on means to include and 

implement family-focused policies in the context of the Sustainable 

Development Goals; 

3. Expected Results of the World Family Summit 2015 

• Reach a consensus among participants on the benefits of supporting 

the inclusion and implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals 

into family-focused public social policies formulation at national, local 

and community levels; 

• Recommend a multi-stakeholders elaboration of a new Strategic 

Framework 2016-2020 to include family-focused social public policies 

in the context of the Sustainable Development Goals; 

• Deliberate on the future of the World Family Summits in the coming 

decade; 

• Draft and approve recommendations to the World Family Summit 

2015 Declaration. 

 



World Family Summit 2016 – Brazil 

 

“Families in Balance: Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity ensuring 

that no Family is left behind” 

 

The 2016 World Family Summit – “Families in Balance: Eradicating poverty and 

promoting prosperity ensuring that no Family is left behind”, was a beginning of a 

NEW ERA  which can transform how the future unfolds for the Families all over the 

world. 

1. Vision of the World Family Summit 2016 

Start a new era, framing the approach to development into the 2030 Sustainable 

Development Agenda, the Sustainable Development Goals and Targets, which calls 

for an integrated policy-action approach to ensure inclusive economic development, 



inclusive social development, environmental sustainability, peace and security that 

responds to the aspirations of all families for a world free of want and fear. 

2. Objectives of the World Family Summit 2016 

• Provide substantive information on the 2030 Global Sustainable 

Development Agenda and the 17 Sustainable Development Goals and 

169 targets; 

• Discuss the positive impact of the Sustainable Development Goals 

and Targets on the Family; 

• Promote the integration of a family-focused perspective of the SDGs 

into policy-making and service-delivery at national and local levels; 

• Provide participants with expert analysis on means to include and 

implement family-focused policies and services contributing to 

eradicate poverty and promote prosperity, ensuring that no Family is 

left behind”. 

3. Expected Results of the World Family Summit 2016 

• Reach a consensus among participants on the benefits of supporting 

the inclusion and implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals 

and Targets into family-focused public economic and social policies 

formulation at national, local and community levels; 

• Address the mechanisms and processes for an enhanced 

collaboration between governments and societies for the SDGs 

implementation; 

• Outline possible new collaboration models useful in providing 

partnerships schemes addressing the SDGs implementation to multi-

sectors stakeholders; 

• Deliberate on the future of the World Family Summits in the coming 

decade; 

• Draft and approve conclusions and recommendations to the WORLD 

FAMILY SUMMIT 2016 DECLARATION to be sent to the 2017 UN ECOSOC 

HIGH LEVEL POLITICAL FORUM. 

 

 

 

 

 



World Family Summit 2017 Geneva – Switzerland 

 

 

 

 

1. Vision of the World Family Summit 2017 
Humankind has achieved unprecedented social and economic progress over the 
past several de- cades. However, the progress have been uneven. Everywhere, some 
individuals and groups confront barriers that prevent them from fully participating 
in economic, social and political life, leaving them behind. The focus of the Agenda 
2030 and the core aspiration of the World Family Summit 2017 is to highlight the 
inclusion of the family in the pro- cess of development with No Family Left Behind, 
by strengthening local authorities and families to build cities and human 
settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. 

2. Objectives of the World Family Summit 2017 
• Provide substantive information on the Sustain- able Development Goals 11 and 
12 and its re- spective targets; 
• Discuss the positive impact of strengthening the partnership between local 
authorities and families for the implementation of the SDGs 11 and 12 at local level.  
• Promote the integration of a family-focused perspective of the SDGs 11 and 12 into 
policymaking and service-delivery at the local level. 
• Provide participants with expert analysis on means to include and implement the 
targets of the SDGs 11 and 12 into family-friendly local policies and services 
delivery, contributing to build strong communities with No Family Left Behind. 
 

 



3. Expected Results of the World Family Summit 2017 
• Reach a consensus among participants on the benefi ts of supporting and 
demanding the inclusion and implementation of the SDGs 11 and 12 and its 
respective targets into local family-friendly public policies formulation and services 
delivery, building strong communities and healthy families. 
• Address mechanisms and processes for an enhanced collaboration between local 
governments and families for the SDGs 11 and 12 implementation. 
• Outline possible new collaboration models between local governments and family 
organiza- tions to provide partnership schemes address- ing the implementation of 
the SDGs 11 and 12. 
• Draft and approve conclusions and recommen- dations to the World Family 
Summit 2017 Dec- laration to be sent to the 2018 UN ECOSOC HIGH LEVEL 
POLITICAL FORUM. 

 

World Family Summit 2019 – Lisboa  

 

 

 

1. Vision of the World Family Summit 2019 
Humankind has achieved unprecedented social and economic progress over the 
past several decades. However, the progress have been uneven. Everywhere, some 
individuals and groups confront barriers that prevent them from fully participating 
in economic, social and political life, leaving them behind. The focus of the Agenda 
2030 and the core aspiration of the World Family Summit 2019 is to highlight the 
inclusion of the family in the process of development with No Family Left Behind, by 



strengthening local authorities and families to build cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. 

 

2. Objectives of the World Family Summit 2019 
• Provide substantive information on the Sustainable Development Goals 4, 11 and 17 

and its respective targets; 

• Discuss the positive impact of strengthening the partnership between local authorities 

and families for the implementation of the SDGs 4, 11 and 17 at local level. 

• Promote the integration of a family-focused perspective of the SDGs 4, 11 and 17 into 

policy-making and service-delivery at the local level. 

• Provide participants with expert analysis on means to include and implement the targets 

of the SDGs 4, 11 and 17 into family-friendly local policies and services delivery, 

contributing to build strong communities with No Family Left Behind. 

 

3. Expected Results of the World Family Summit 2019 
• Reach a consensus among participants on the benefits of supporting and 
demanding the inclusion and implementation of the SDGs 4, 11 and 17 and its 
respective targets into local family-friendly public policies formulation and services 
delivery, building strong communities and healthy families. 
• Address mechanisms and processes for an enhanced collaboration between local 
governments and families for the SDGs 4, 11 and 17 implementation. 
• Outline possible new collaboration models between local governments and family 
organizations to provide partnership schemes addressing the implementation of the 
SDGs 4, 11 and 17. 
• Draft and approve conclusions and recommendations to the World Family Summit 
2019 Declaration to be sent to the 2019 UN ECOSOC HIGH LEVEL POLITICAL 
FORUM. 
 

World Family Summit 2022 – Geneva  

 
 

Local Authorities and families working together to implement the Agenda 

2030 
 



1. Vision of the World Family Summit 2022 
Humankind has achieved unprecedented social and economic progress over the 
past several decades. However, the progress have been uneven. Everywhere, some 
individuals and groups confront barriers that prevent them from fully participating 
in economic, social and political life, leaving them behind. The focus of the Agenda 
2030 and the core aspiration of the World Family Summit 2022 is continue to 
highlight the inclusion of the family in the process of development Leaving No 
Family Behind, by strengthening Local Authorities and Families to build cities and 
human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable..  

2. Objectives of the World Family Summit 2022 
 
Provide substantive information on the Sustainable Development Goals 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
8, 10 and 11 and its respective targets;  

Discuss the positive impact of strengthening the partnership between Local 
Authorities and Families for the implementation of the New Urban Agenda focusing 
the SDGs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 10 and 11 at Local Level.  

Promote the integration of a family-focused perspective of the SDGs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 
10 and 11 into policy-making and service-delivery at the Local Level.  

Provide participants with expert analysis on means to include and implement the 
New Urban Agenda and the SDGs 11, into family-friendly local policies and services 
delivery, contributing to build strong communities Leaving No Family Behind.  

Celebrate the 75th Aniversary of the Word Family Oganization.  
 
 
 

3. Expected Results of the World Family Summit 2022 
 
Reach a consensus among participants on the benefits of supporting and demanding 
the inclusion and implementation the New Urban Agenda and the SDGs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
8, 10 and 11 and its respective targets into local family-friendly public policies 
formulation and services delivery, building strong communities and healthy 
families.  

Address mechanisms and processes for an enhanced collaboration between Local 
Governments and Families for the SDGs 11 implementation.  

Outline possible new collaboration models between Local Governments and Family 
Organizations to provide partnership schemes addressing the implementation of 
the Neew Urban Agenda and SDGs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 10 and 11 .  

Draft and approve co nclusions and recommendations of the World Family Summit 
2022 Declaration to be sent to the 2022 UN ECOSOC HIGH LEVEL POLITICAL 
FORUM 
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